Guidelines for Teaching Islam at ICO 

On being approved by the board of Directors (BOD) at the Islamic Center of Omaha (ICO), these guidelines shall regulate the delivery of any Islamic teachings by any Muslim speaker, Khateeb, or lecturer who is or is not a member of the Omaha Muslim community.  These guidelines apply to persons giving the Khutbah during Jumu’ah Prayer(s), making speeches or Khaaterah, or conducting a Halaqah.  The guidelines are as follows: 
1. Any person raising funds or collecting monies either on ICO’s premises, or on any other location on behalf of ICO, should only do so with strict adherence to ICO’s Policy and Procedures regulating fund raising. 
2. Under no circumstances should any person who has been given the privilege of teaching Islam (under the auspices of ICO) give marital counseling or familial advice to any member or non-member without the consent (verbal or written) of the Resident Imam.
3. All persons teaching the Ummah of ICO and delivering topics on Islam are expected to always use the Holy Quran and the noble prophetic Sunnah—and avoid all other sources of information which cannot be authenticated as having originated with the Holy Quran or the prophetic Sunnah. 
4. All Muslim guests, from other cities, wanting to teach or lecture at ICO should seek approval from the BOD—along with the submission of a resume or curriculum vitae (mailed or e-mailed), at least, two weeks prior to the scheduled presentation.  If the speaker is a member of the ICO community, he or she must have the permission of the BOD, and submit all teaching materials and/or lesson plans for review by the Resident Imam and the Dawah Chairperson. 
5. All persons teaching before the Ummah of ICO should properly represent Islam by wearing Islamic attire, adhere to good Islamic etiquette, and 
Be able to communicate effectively. 

6. Persons giving Halaqahs and lectures should be willing to respectfully respond to and answer questions, concerns, and allow for reasonable comments from the audience—Muslims and non-Muslims—to  the best of his or her knowledge. 

7. No one, in a privileged position of teaching to the Ummah, should misuse this opportunity and spread and/or promote hostility against a particular individual or the community, as a whole. 

8. Any distribution of religious (Islamic) materials, i.e. books, pamphlets, flyers, etc…, on behalf of ICO, must be approved by the Dawah Committee, and the BOD. 
9. Any persons giving lectures (Halaqahs & Second Jumu’ah) on a regular basis should seek the consent of the Dawah Chairperson and the Ameer before substituting someone else in his position. 
For any further questions, concerns, comments, or suggestions,  
Please contact Sr. N’Zingah Al-Shams; Chairperson of the

Dawah Committee:

E-mail-nzingah69@hotmail.com 

Telephone-(402) 558-0230 

